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MRS EDIE HOY POY — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.07 am]: I am 
greatly saddened to report the passing of the late Mrs Edie Hoy Poy, OAM, a distinguished leader in the Chinese 
community and elder of the Chung Wah Association. Edie passed away in June 2011 at 84 years of age.  

At this stage I acknowledge in the Speaker’s gallery this morning Edie Hoy Poy’s niece Mrs Frances Blampey 
and nephews Mr Neville Hoy Poy and Mr Grant Hoy Poy.  

For several decades, Edie, best known as “Mother of Chung Wah”, provided exemplary service to the Chung 
Wah Association and the wider Chinese community in Western Australia. Edie was born in Western Australia in 
1927 to Chinese parents and at the age of 10 years started translating letters and documents for members of the 
local Chinese community. That was the start of a lifetime of community service.  

Edie experienced, firsthand, what it was like to grow up under the White Australia policy. As a result of her 
experiences, she dedicated her life to promoting harmony and supporting multiculturalism. Edie was a role 
model for everything that is positive about cultural diversity in our state. She was a great leader, a mentor to 
many, an advocate against racism and discrimination, and passionate about building bridges across diverse 
cultures and religions and teaching us all about dignity and respect.  

Edie’s lifetime of service was recognised with many awards, including: the Order of Australia in 1988, 
Ambassador for the United Nations Year of the Older Person in 1999; WA Multicultural Ambassador Award in 
2002; WA Citizen of the Year Award for Community Service in 2003; Senior Australian of the Year (WA) in 
2004; and Lifetime Achievement Award in 2009. In 2007, Hoy Poy Street in Northbridge was named in honour 
of Mrs Edie Hoy Poy, OAM, her late husband Royce and the Hoy Poy family.  

Edie will always be remembered as an outstanding Western Australian who led through example, courage and 
humility.  

I express this Parliament’s condolences to Frances, Neville and Grant and the whole extended family.  
 


